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wheel, and since the percentage variation in head is usually greater in low-
head than in high-head plants, this is another reason why the Pelton wheel
is not well adapted for low heads.

If operated under constant head and constant speed, the efficiency of

the Pelton wheel docs not fall oil" so rapidly at part loads as that of the
reaction turbine. On the other hand, the modern reaction turbine has
a slightly higher full-load efficiency, so that the average efficiency from
half to full load is sensibly the same in a well-designed machine of either
type. The following table shows typical values of the part-load efficiencies